American Tinnitus Association Funds $156,000 for Research Seed Grants
ATA continues push toward cures for tinnitus through funding of projects aimed at deeper
understanding of condition that affects more than 50 million Americans
Vienna, Virginia (PRWEB) November 16, 2017 -- The Board of Directors of the American Tinnitus
Association (ATA) approved grants totaling $156,000 in 2017 for research projects aimed at understanding
tinnitus so that finding cures for the condition can be found. This is an urgent undertaking as tinnitus affects
approximately 50 million people in the United States, according to data analyzed from the National Health and
Nutrition Examination Survey conducted by the Centers for Disease Control.
The seed grants continue ATA’s decades-long dedication to funding innovative research and initiatives toward
finding cures for tinnitus. ATA’s first grant, awarded in 1980, was used to start a patient data registry that
helped ATA and researchers understand what clinicians were seeing in patients.
“What makes our grant process so compelling is that these funding dollars are almost entirely from individuals
who have experienced tinnitus and want to help find cures for it,” according to Torryn P. Brazell, MS, CAE,
executive director of the ATA. “Since 1980, ATA has given close to $6 million in seed grants to more than 100
research projects. We’ve been able to do that through individual donations, not from large grant resources,
which is highly unusual.”
According to Brazell, a researcher may apply for up to $50,000 per year for three consecutive years for a
specific project, while students may apply for grants up to $10,000 for one year.
“The scientists use funding from ATA to prove or disprove their hypothesis, and many of them have gone on to
obtain funding from the government,” Brazell explained. “Several of our past grant recipients have received
funding from the National Institutes of Health and more recently from the Department of Defense, which
reflects the fact that tinnitus is the leading service-connected disability for U.S. veterans.”
The ATA grants for 2017 are:
The Role of Cochlear Synaptopathy in Tinnitus
Principal Investigator: Gabriel Corfas, Ph.D., The Regents of the University of Michigan
A New Approach to Diagnosing Hyperacusis in Tinnitus Patients
Principal Investigator: Sarah Theodoroff, Ph.D., National Center for Rehabilitative Auditory Research, VA
Portland Healthcare System
Informational Masking and Tinnitus Adaptation
Principal Investigator: Grant Searchfield, Ph.D., University of Auckland, New Zealand
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Cross-Validation of Two Tinnitus Screening Approaches in Mice (student grant)
Principal Investigator: Inga Kristaponyte; Mentor: Alex Galazyuk, Ph.D., Northeast Ohio Medical University
To Apply for an ATA-Funded Grant
The application deadline for 2018 American Tinnitus Association grants closes December 15, 2017. To learn
more about applying for a student or regular grant, visit:
https://www.ata.org/research-toward-cure/research-program/apply-grant
About the American Tinnitus Association
The core purpose of the American Tinnitus Association is to promote relief, prevent, and eventually cure
tinnitus evidenced by its core values of compassion, credibility, and responsibility. For more information, visit:
http://www.ATA.org
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Contact Information
Margaret Brown
margaret@mlbpr.com
http://www.swanandlegend.com
+1 (703) 898-9443
Online Web 2.0 Version
You can read the online version of this press release here.
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